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Real Party in Interest 



The present application has been assigned to International Business Machines 
Corporation, Armonk, New York. 
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Related Appeals and Interferences 



Applicant asserts that no other appeals or interferences are known to the 
Applicant, the Applicant's legal representative, or assignee which will directly affect or 
be directly affected by or have a bearing on the Board's decision in the pending appeal. 
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Status of Claims 



Claims 9 f 11-18 and 25 are pending in the application. Claims 1-35 were 
originally presented in the application. Claims 1-8, 10, 19-24 and 26-35 have been 
canceled without prejudice. Claims 9, 11-18 and 25 stand finally rejected as discussed 
below. The final rejections of claims 9, 1 1-18 and 25 are appealed. The pending claims 
are shown in the attached Claims Appendix. 



543862_1.DOC 



Page 5 



PACE 6/20 • RCVD AT 3/19/2007 9:53:24 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] * 6VR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/9 * DNIS:2738300 * C SID: 7 136234846 » DURATION (mm-ss):05-20 



03/19/2007 07:54 FAX 7136234846 



~* USPTO 



3)007/020 



PATENT 

Alty.OktNo. ROC920030238US1 
PSRef. No.: IBM/K30238 



Status of Amendments 



All claim amendments prior to the Final office Action have been entered by the 
Examiner. Proposed amendments to the claims after the final rejection were not 
entered. 
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Summary of Claimed Subject Matter 

■ 

Claimed embodiments of the invention provide for methods, systems, and 
articles of manufacture for ... 

A. CLAIM 9 - INDEPENDENT 

Claim 9 is directed to a system for sharing information between one or more 
users engaged in analyzing data. (See paragraph [0031]). The system comprising one 
or more applications for manipulating data. (See Figure 2, item 120; paragraph [0045]). 
The system also comprising an annotation store for storing annotations created for data 
manipulated by the one or more applications (see Figure 2, item 130; paragraphs [0049] 
and [0050]) and an annotation browser configured to access the annotation store and 
provide one or more graphical user interfaces for creating and viewing annotations for 
data manipulated by the one or more applications. (See Figure 2, item 126; paragraph 
[0049]). The annotation browser is configured to display annotations and links to 
associated annotated data objects. (See paragraphs [0123] and [0124]). Selecting the 
links to the associated data objects causes an application used to manipulate the 
associated data objects to be invoked. (See paragraph [0124]). 

B. CLAIM 25 - INDEPENDENT 

Claim 25 is directed to a system for managing annotations for one or more 
different type data sources manipulated by one or more applications. (See paragraph 
[0031]). The system comprising an annotation database for storing annotations 
separately from the data sources associated with the annotations (see Figure 2, item 
130; paragraphs [0049] and [0050]), a set of annotatable data object points defining 
portions of the data sources associated with the annotations described by the 
associated annotations (see Figure 3A, item 117 and item 113; paragraphs [0056]- 
[0058]), a set of annotation structures, each defining a set of annotation fields (see 
paragraph [0095]), and a set of plug-in components, each for interfacing between one or 
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more applications and an annotation server (see Figure 2, item 122; paragraph [0048]). 
In addition the system also comprises an annotation server configured to receive, via 
the plug-in components, requests to access annotations for one or more of the 
annotatable data object points issued by the one or more of the applications running on 
the client computer and generate a graphical user interface screen, based on an 
annotation structure associated with the one or more of the annotatable data object 
points, for creating or viewing annotations for the one or more annotatable data object 
points. (See Figure 3A, item 140; paragraphs [0046] and [0095]-[0099]). The system 
also comprises a browser application configured to browse annotations in the 
annotation store wherein the browser is configured to access annotations in the 
annotation store independently of applications in which the annotation were created and 
provide links to annotated data objects, wherein selecting the links to the associated 
data objects causes an application used to manipulate the associated data objects to be 
invoked. (See Figure 2, item 126; paragraph [0049]; paragraphs [0123]-[0124]). 
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Grounds of Rejection to be Reviewed on Appeal 



1. Rejection of claims 9, 11-18 and 25 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Bargeron et al. (U.S. Pub. No. 2004/0205545, hereinafter, 
"Bargeron") in view of Bays et al. (U.S. Pat. No. 6.519,603, hereinafter, "Bays") and in 
further view of Anderson et al. (U.S. Pat. No. 5,537,526, hereinafter, "Anderson"), and in 
further view of Nolan et al. (U.S. Pat No. 5,253,362, hereinafter, "Nolan"). 
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ARGUMENTS 



Rejection of claims 9, 11-18 and 25 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Bergeron et al. (U.S. Pub. No. 2004/0205545, hereinafter, 
"Bargeron") in view of Bays et al. (U.S. Pat. No. 6,519,603, hereinafter, "Bays") 
and in further view of Anderson et al. (U.S. Pat No. 5,537,526, hereinafter, 
"Anderson"), and in further view of Nolan et al. (U.S. Pat. No. 5,253,362, 
hereinafter, "Nolan"). 

The Applicable Law 

The Examiner bears the initial burden of establishing a prima facie case of 
obviousness. See MPEP § 2142. To establish a prima facie case of obviousness three 
basic criteria must be met. First, there must be some suggestion or motivation, either in 
the references themselves or in the knowledge generally available to one ordinary skill 
in the art to modify the reference or to combine the reference teachings. Second, there 
must be a reasonable expectation of success. Finally, the prior art reference (or 
references when combined) must teach or suggest all the claim limitations. See MPEP 
§ 2143. The present rejection fails to establish at least the first and third criterion. 

The References 

Bergeron is directed to an annotation framework for creating annotations. 
(Abstract). The annotation framework in Bargeron allows annotations to be created for 
various content and in a variety of applications. (Column 1 , paragraph 21 ). 

Bays is directed to capturing annotations for database material. (Abstract). 
Specifically, Bays is directed to capturing annotations for database material in a way 
that allows both the underlying database material and the annotations to be queried. 
(Id.). In addition to the ability to query annotations, Says provides an order for users to 
enter the annotations. (Column 2, lines 47-50). 
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Nolan is directed to an automated records management system. (Column 1, 
lines 56-57). More particularly, Nolan is directed to a method of storing and retrieving 
annotations for data objects. (Column 1, lines 51-54). 

Anderson is directed to an object-oriented document architecture which provides 
system level support for multiple document processing features. (Abstract). The 
purpose of the framework in Anderson is to raise the base level of applications by 
enabling the new document processing features. (Column 3, lines 33-50). Anderson 
provides an apparatus for creating bidirectional connections called links between two 
anchors, wherein the anchors refer to data within a document. (Column 4, lines 12-20). 

The Examiner's Argument 

Regarding claims 9 and 25, the Examiner argues that the Anderson teaches the 
an annotation browser configured to display annotations and links to associated 
annotated data objects wherein selecting the links to the associated data objects 
causes an application used to manipulate the associated data objects to be invoked. 
Specifically, the Examiner argues that Anderson teaches displaying annotations and 
links to associated annotated data objects at column 5, lines 6-11, and the Examiner 
argues that Anderson teaches selecting the links to the associated data objects at 
column 4, lines 36-40. 

Applicants' Response to the Examiner's Argument 

Respectfully, Applicants submit that the cited portion of Anderson and, in fact, 
Anderson as a whole, fail to teach at least an annotation browser configured to display 
annotations and links to associated annotated data objects wherein selecting the links 
to the associated data objects causes an application used to manipulate the associated 
data objects to be invoked, as recited in independent claims 9 and 25. 

The Examiner argues that Anderson discloses an annotation browser configured 

to display annotations and links to associated annotated data objects at column 5, lines 

6-1 1 . However, the links referred to by the Examiner and described in Anderson are not 

displayed to a user, as recited in claims 9 and 25. In contrast the links in Anderson are 
543862 idoc Page 1 1 
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simply connections between anchors within a document. (Figure 2, item 204; Column 
4, Lines 15-19). The anchors described in Anderson are associated with or refer to data 
(e.g., text) which a user may be editing. (Figure 2, items 202 and 206; column 4. Lines 
17-22). Anderson states that an anchor may be scrolled into view (column 4, line 39). 
Therefore, an Anchor may be visible in Anderson. However, in contrast to an anchor 
and in contrast to the claim language Anderson states that the existence of a link links 
may be transparent to the user, (see column 5, lines 11-12). Thus, in Anderson links 
are not displayed as recited in the claims, rather anchors and data associated with 
anchors are displayed. Therefore, Anderson fails to teach at least displaying 
annotations and links to associated data objects as recited in the claims. 

Although in Anderson a link may be used to associate an annotation with part of 
a document to which the annotation refers, the link and the annotation are not displayed 
as recited in the claims. (Column 4, line 62 - Column 5, line 3). Rather, only a 
representation of the annotation (e.g., a posted note icon) and the part of the document 
to which the annotation refers is displayed. (Column 4, Line 64-66). Thus, in Anderson 
only annotations and the part of the document to which the annotation refers is 
displayed. Consequently, the Anderson reference fails to teach displaying annotations 
and links to associated annotated data objects as recited in the claims. 

Furthermore, because the links in Anderson are not displayed to a user, there is 
no teaching of selecting a link, and certainly no teaching of invoking an application used 
to manipulate the associated data objects in response to selecting the link. The 
Examiner argues that Anderson teaches selecting the links to the associated data 
objects at column 4, lines 36-40, which states: 

Once the user creates a link, the user can operate on it. First, the user 
can navigate from one end of the link to the other. In general, this 
involves opening the document containing the target anchor, scrolling the 
anchor into view, and highlighting the corresponding selection. 

The text cited by the Examiner clearly does not teach selecting a link, rather the 
text specifically states that a "selection" is highlighted in order to navigate from one end 
of the link to the other end of the. The selection which is highlighted in Anderson 
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"corresponds" to the anchor, which previously in Anderson was said to refer to data or a 
word within a text block. (See column 4, lines 19-23). Consequently, in Anderson a 
user is not selecting a link as recited in the claims rather the user is highlighting a 
selection {i.e., text or data) which is associated with an anchor. Thus, Anderson fails to 
teach selecting a link as recited in the claims. 

Furthermore, because a user is highlighting a selection in Anderson in contrast to 
selecting a link as recited in the claims, the claim limitation of invoking an application 
used to manipulate the associated data objects in response to selecting the link is also 
not taught by the Anderson reference. In contrast, if any application is invoked in 
Anderson, it would be in response to highlighting a selection rather than in response to 
selecting a link. Thus, Anderson fails to teach of invoking an application used to 
manipulate the associated data objects in response to selecting the link as recited in the 
claims. 

Therefore, the claims are believed to be allowable, and allowance of the claims is 
respectfully requested. 
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CONCLUSION 



The Examiner errs in finding that claims 9 f 11-18 and 25 are unpatentable over 
Bargeron in view of Says and in further view of Anderson, and in further view of Nolan 
under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a). 



Withdrawal of the rejections and allowance of all claims is respectfully requested. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Randol W. Read 
Registration No. 43,876 
Patterson & Sheridan, LLP. 
3040 Post Oak Blvd. Suite 1500 
Houston, TX 77056 
Telephone: (713)623-4844 
Facsimile: (713)623-4846 
Attorney for Appellants 
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CLAIMS APPENDIX 

1-8. (Canceled) 

9. (Previously Presented) A system for sharing information between one or 
more users engaged in analyzing data, comprising: 

one or more applications for manipulating data; 

an annotation store for storing annotations created for data manipulated by the 
one or more applications; 

an annotation browser configured to access the annotation store and provide one 
or more graphical user interfaces for creating and viewing annotations for data 
manipulated by the one or more applications wherein the annotation browser is 
configured to display annotations and links to associated annotated data objects; and 
wherein selecting the links to the associated data objects causes an application used to 
manipulate the associated data objects to be invoked. 

10. (Canceled) 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) The system of claim 9, wherein the annotation 
browser is configured to display data and indications of what displayed data has one or 
more corresponding annotations. 

12. (Original) The system of claim 1 1 , wherein the annotation browser is 
configured to display one or more annotation icons proximate to an annotated data 
object. 

1 3. (Original) The system of claim 1 2, wherein: 

at least one common annotation describes more than one data object; and 
the annotation browser is configured to display a common annotation icon 
proximate to data objects described by the common annotation. 

14. (Original) The system of claim 13, wherein the annotation browser is 
configured to display different annotation icons proximate to data objects described by 
different annotations. 
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1 5. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 9, wherein the annotation 
browser is configured to display a first annotation icon to indicate a displayed data 
object has a single annotation and a second annotation icon to indicate a displayed data 
object has multiple annotations. 

1 6. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 9, wherein the annotation 
browser is configured to display a first portion of annotation data from an annotation, in 
response to a user positioning a cursor over an associated annotation icon. 

1 7. (Original) The system of claim 16, wherein the annotation browser is further 
configured to, in response to the user selecting the annotation icon, display a second 
portion of annotation data from the annotation. 

1 8. (Original) The system of claim 1 7, wherein the annotation browser is further 
configured to, in response to the user selecting the annotation icon, retrieve the second 
portion of annotation data from the annotation store. 

19-24. (Canceled) 

25. (Previously Presented) A system for managing annotations for one or more 
different type data sources manipulated by one or more applications, comprising: 

an annotation database for storing annotations separately from the data sources 

associated with the annotations; 

a set of annotatable data object points defining portions of the data sources 
associated with the annotations described by the associated annotations; 

a set of annotation structures, each defining a set of annotation fields; 

a set of plug-in components, each for interfacing between one or more 
applications and an annotation server; and 

an annotation server configured to receive, via the plug-in components, requests 
to access annotations for one or more of the annotatable data object points issued by 
the one or more of the applications running on the client computer and generate a 
graphical user interface screen, based on an annotation structure associated with the 
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one or more of the annotatable data object points, for creating or viewing annotations 
for the one or more annotatable data object points; and 

a browser application configured to browse annotations in the annotation store 
wherein the browser is configured to access annotations in the annotation store 
independently of applications in which the annotation were created and provide links to 
annotated data objects, wherein selecting the links to the associated data objects 
causes an application used to manipulate the associated data objects to be invoked. 

26-35. (Canceled) 
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RELATED PROCEEDINGS APPENDIX 



None. 
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